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Mauggalipata acted on the occasion as president, and
Mahadewana as master of the ceremonies. Singameitta
was similarly ordained. The president was Danimapata,
and the person acting in the ceremony was Oopali. This
happened in 223. Maheinda learned the Pitagat under
the immediate superintendence and tuition of Mauggalipata
himself. His proficiency both in the study of religious
science and in the practice of virtue was so great that his
teacher placed him at the head of a thousand Rahans, whom
he was commissioned to instruct.

The great liberality of the king towards the Buddhists,
the efforts that he made for the promotion of the new
religion he had embraced, alarmed those who belonged to
the opposite party. The pounhas saw themselves without
support, and unable to provide for their maintenance.
They had recourse to the following expedient to secure
their livelihood, and also a well-concerted plan to weaken
their enemies. They all assumed the yellow dress, entered
into the Buddhistic monasteries, and affected to be con-
verts, without being so in reality. They retained their
own opinions, and even as regards regulations they refused
to comply with some of the ordinances of the Wini. Some
of them fed large fires; others exposed themselves to
various degrees of excessive heat; others affected the
mania of fixing their eyes upon the sun in the morning,
and following it in its course during the whole day.2
Many appeared to lay little stress on several portions of
the Pitagat. As a matter of course, the true religious

2 From this passage we see that,    exhibitions, far from being approved
in those days of remote antiquity,    of and countenanced by the founder
there existed in the Indian Peninsula    of Buddhism, -were positively pro-
individuals who, led away by a fana-    hibited. Though he aimed at sub-
ticism still existing in our own days,    duing passions, and elevating the spi-
devoted themselves to rigorous and    ritual principle above the material
extravagant penances, often in a state    one, he recommended in the spiritual
of complete nakedness. In the days    warfare a line of conduct more con-
of Alexander the Great, the same    sonant with reason, and supplied his
fanatics were met with in the Pun-    disciples with weapons of a far better
jaub. Such ridiculous and unnatural    quality and a superior description.